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Would you like to learn how to cor-
rectly plant a tree and, in the process, 
help to further green our neighbor-
hood? Volunteers of  all ages—and 
abilities—are invited to assist with 
this fall’s Centennial Trees Project 
event, which will be held on Satur-
day, Oct. 10th, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Please meet at the pergola in Manor 
Park (Eastwood and Francisco) and 
bring your work gloves. No experi-
ence is necessary.

This is the third phase of  a special 
program that is being cosponsored 
by the Manor Garden Club, Open-
lands, and the Ravenswood Manor 
Improvement Association. As part 
of  last year’s Centennial celebrations, 
the RMIA Board voted to match the 

homeowner’s cost of  new parkway trees—in order to help replace neighborhood trees that 
have been lost to old age, storm damage, or the Emerald Ash Borer.

This fall’s tree plantings will focus on public parkways located north of  Wilson Avenue (last 
fall’s event took place south of  Wilson). Approximately 20 trees will be planted, based on 
requests received in response to solicitations in Manor News earlier this year.  Homeowners 
who didn’t respond, but who would still like to request a tree, should contact the City’s Bu-
reau of  Forestry by phoning 311.

Homeowners are expected to help plant the trees on the parkways in front of  their property, 
but volunteer tree stewards from Openlands TreeKeepers program will be sharing a wealth 
of  information about how to plant and maintain trees, as well as providing the necessary 
tools. If  you have any additional questions, please contact Anne Rozmin, coordinator of  the 
Centennial Trees Project at: manorgarden_trees@comcast.net.

The Big Dig, Part 3

Walk the Manor
As the leaves begin to change colors this fall, you 
might want to consider joining your neighbors on 
a weekly stroll through the streets—and alleys—
of  the Manor: every Wednesday, from 6:30 to 
9 p.m.  Consider it an opportunity to meet new 
neighbors, get a little exercise, and help build a 
stronger community. Thanks to RMIA board 
member Suzy Thomas for her promotional efforts 
at reviving this longtime tradition.

RMIA Septoberfest: Sat., Sept. 19th, 2 – 5 p.m., 
BreakRoom Brewery, 2925 W. Montrose.

Saturday Farmers Market Closes: Sat., Oct. 3rd, 9 
a.m. – 1 p.m., Horner Park, California and Montrose.

Horner Park Advisory Council Meetings: Mon., 
Oct. 2nd, Nov. 2nd, Dec. 7th, Horner Park Field House.

RMIA Board Meetings: Mon., Oct. 12th, Nov. 9th, 
Dec. 14th, 7 p.m., Horner Park Field House.

RMIA Semi-Annual Open House: Wed., Oct. 21st, 
7:30 p.m., Horner Park Field House.

CAPS-Beat 1724 (south of  Wilson) Meetings:  
Wed., Oct. 21st, Nov. 18th, Dec. 16th, 6:30 p.m., 4650 N. 
Pulaski Rd.

CAPS-Beat 1713 (north of  Wilson) Meetings: 
Wed., Oct. 28th, Nov. 25th, Dec. 23rd, 6:30 p.m., Mayfair 
Church, 5020 N. Pulaski Rd.

Fall Event
Calendar
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Jill is a resident of the Manor – and is 
in the top 2% of Realtors in Chicago.

(773) 687-5152 DIRECT
(773) 562-4006 CELL
jillpeet.saponaro@cbexchange.com

www.jillpeetsaponaro.com

A Peek Behind the Fences
Neighborhood residents toured the ongoing $6.2 million Riverfront Restoration Project on June 20th, as part of  a day-long celebration in Horner Park sponsored 
by the Horner Park Advisory Council (HPAC).

The tours were led by representatives of  the U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers, which is managing the project with the Chicago Park District.  Attendees viewed 
recent construction efforts, between Montrose and Irving Park, including new wetlands and thousands of  native prairie plantings, which are expected to be mature 
by 2017, when the riverfront is scheduled to open to the public.

Other tours are scheduled to take place in late-2015 and 2016. Please check the HPAC’s web site (hornerpark.org) for further details.

We are extremely grateful to the advertisers who help support the 
production of  this newsletter. If  you have any leads for businesses 
that serve our residents—especially where you have a personal 
contact—please send this information to Thomas Applegate at 
thomasapplegate@yahoo.com.
 Rates: 1 Year / 4 issues
Large: 7.75” W x 3.25” H: $350
Medium: 3.75” W x 3.25” H: $300
Small: 3.37” W x 2.00” H: $240
 
Additional advertiser benefits include two posts on the RMIA 
facebook page and listing as a sponsor on the RMIA website  
and in the email updates sidebar.  
 Our newsletter team: Jim Peters – Editor, Steve Shanabruch – 
Layout, Thomas Applegate – Advertising, dozens of  resident 
volunteers – Distribution.

Manor News Ads

Photos: Jim Peters



Ravenswood Manor Improvement Association / Fall 2015 3

Summer in the City
Clockwise, from top left: the Manor Garage Sale in May attracted more than a thousand visitors and featured 100-plus garages; one of  the Friday Summer Con-
certs in Manor Park; the opening of  a revamped Manor Park playground in August; and the Independence Bike Parade in Buffalo Park in June. 
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I Am Curious (Manor)

Q: What’s the purpose of  those small concrete posts that can 
be found along the Chicago River (see above)?

A: According to Dick Lanyon, a former Manor resident and the 
retired executive director of  the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District: “These property boundary monuments were installed 
(in 2000-02) as a result of  a long-simmering dispute between the 
MWRD and the adjoining property owners over decks, docks, and 
patios along both sides of  the river channel.” 

The markers identify the boundaries of  the property owned by 
MWRD along the channel edge. Lanyon notes that the dispute was 
finally resolved by two court decisions: in 2006 and 2012.

Next issue’s question: We know the oldest houses in Ravenswood 
Manor date to 1909 but, since automobiles were not very common 
at the time, are there any garages that also date to that period?

By Jim Peters

Don’t forget that last year’s walking tours are now avail-
able on the RMIA web site, along with a walking map. 
 Tours currently on the web site:
• Harmon’s Model Homes
• Gems of  the Manor
• Heart of  the Manor

Visit http://ravenswoodmanor.com/walking-tours/ for 
more information.

Do-It-Yourself Walking Tours
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We each have 25+ years of experience, proven success and most importantly, 
award-winning customer service — because we truly care about our clients.

On Average, Our 2014 Listings...

Your Ravenswood Manor Real Estate Experts
We Live Here, We Work Here and We Support Our Community!

4553 N. Lincoln Ave.  |  Chicago, IL 60625  

About RMIA

Manor News is published quarterly by the Ravenswood 
Manor Improvement Association. 

Established in 1914, the RMIA is a neighborhood associa-
tion run entirely by volunteers. We hold monthly board of  
directors meetings, stage various social events and special 
projects, and maintain communication channels through 
our web site, e-mail alerts, and newsletter. Your annual 
RMIA membership helps to support all of  this work.

The RMIA Mission Statement is: “To promote the welfare 
of  the community in respect to the maintenance and im-
provement of  the physical appearance of  the private and 
public property; the compliance with the laws as applicable 
to private and public property; the maintenance of  facilities 
with respect to the safety, health, and welfare of  its residents.”

Please contact the RMIA board if  you 
have any questions or suggestions: 
Athene Carras – President
Jim Peters – Vice President
Kathy Monk – Secretary
Rick Glick - Treasurer

Our contacts are:
Web site: ravenswoodmanor.com
Facebook.com/ravenswoodmanor
E-mail: board@ravenswoodmanor.com
Mail: P.O. Box 25486, Chicago IL 60625

In order to help keep down the costs of  our neighborhood news-
letter, the tradition is that Manor News is hand delivered by a group 
of  volunteers. Our thanks to these residents for helping to get the 
newsletter to the following blocks in the Manor. (If  any of  the de-
livery people spot an error in this listing, please contact the editor 
at peters.e.james@gmail.com.)

Mary Jo Bitondo (4400-block of  Richmond) 

Lisa Brennan (4500-block of  Richmond) 

John Byrne (4500-block of  Mozart) 

Jan Carlson (4400-block of  Sacramento) 

Julia and Sophia Florek Carlson (2800 and 2900-blocks  
of  Giddings, 4700-block of  Manor) 

John Dickinson (2900-block of  Wilson) 

Judy Davis Downey (4400-block of  Mozart) 

Sandy Dubois (4500-block of  Francisco) 

Rick Glick (4600-blocks of  Francisco and Manor) 

Josh and Anna Harris (2900-block of  Leland) 

Jackie Klein (2700-block of  Sunnyside) 

Martin Luby (2700-block of  Agatite) 

Linda Montalbano (4400-block of  California) 

Rett Nelson (2700 and 2800-blocks of  Wilson) 

Mary Prendergast (4600-block of  Sacramento) 

Hannah and Sofie Richter (2800-block of  Leland) 

Eileen Schnepff  (2900-block of  Eastwood) 

Jeff  and Shelly Sell (2800-block of  Eastwood) 

Fran Voegtle (4500-block of  Sacramento) 

Scott Wheeler (4400-block of  Manor, 2700-block of  Montrose) 

Cindy Zucker (4400-block of  Francisco)

Thanks to our Distributors
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Community Justice Center 
in Avondale?

Alderman Mell has requested that a Community Justice Center (CJC) 
be opened in the Avondale community. The CJC, which would be op-
erated by the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office, would serve the 
Albany Park, Irving Park, and Logan Square neighborhoods.  

The concept of  a CJC is to work with local police and community 
partners toward reducing crime and providing a better quality of  life 
for residents.  CJCs contrast with more traditional approaches in that 
they seek to involve neighborhood residents in identifying local public 
safety priorities and in developing and implementing strategies to ad-
dress them. CJC also emphasizes efforts to prevent crime rather than 
relying exclusively on punishment.

CJCs also provide such services as: workshops on current crime and 
safety issues. crime prevention programs in local schools, and partici-
pation in community meetings

According to a recent story on National Public Radio, “a University of  
Chicago law professor says his research shows community prosecution 
has had an immediate and measurable impact on violent crime.”  Dana 
Fritz, Alderman Mell’s chief  of  staff  concurs, noting that “I have seen 
the CJCs effectiveness first hand in the 19th and 20th Districts, when I 
worked on the lakefront.” Fritz encourages residents to check out the 
CJC link on the ward’s website, http://www.33rdward.org/ . 

“State’s Attorney Alvarez has said she believes our area should have a 
CJC and has requested one in next year’s budget,” Fritz adds. Alder-
man Mell is now working on getting the support of  the Cook County 
Budget Director and the Board of  Commissioners for this CJC.

About RMIA

If  you have a detail you’d like to submit for this feature, please send 
it to manordetails@gmail.com.

Carved limestone ornament, McDonald-Petras House, 4444 N. Richmond St.  
(1909; William Schulze, architect).

Manor Details

Join the Playhouse for a great night out! 
Use code “MANOR” for $10 o� single tickets.

(discount not valid Saturdays)WINDY CITY
PLAYHOUSE

3014 W. Irving Park Rd. 
windycityplayhouse.com

773.891.8985

Fall Show Schedule

By Kathy Monk


