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Minutes for RMIA Board Meeting, Monday, July 9, 2018 
 
Board Members Attending: Athene Carras, Brinda Gupta, Mina Marien, Kathy Monk, Alan Mueller, Jim 
Peters, Craig Pierson, Bette Rosenstein, Suzy Thomas, Joe Valentin, Lisa Washburn, Victoria Wiedel, 
Scott Wheeler 
 
Not present: Matt Lachey, Lorin Liberson 
 
Visitors: Thomas Applegate, Don Clark, Darinka D’Alessio, Nick D’Alessio, Behrnt Aaberg, Cynthia 
Mueller, Gail Niemann, David Pott, Linda Kagan, Pat Casler, Dave Monk, Maureen Egan, Michael Leff, 
Stephanie Bransfield, David Schlensker, Miller  Bransfield, Carol McLaughlin, Tony Armour, Robin 
Armour, Vera Douma, Matt Vanderzee, Ellen Ferar, Ellen Moderhack, Sandy Steinbrecher, Julie Moore, 
Jill Rubin Decremer, John Byrne, Jordan Olive, Betty Roggenkamp, Shelly Staat, Jim Robinett, Nancy 
Melvin, John  Friedman, Cathy O’Connell-Cahill, Mike Cahill, Megan Wade, David Schroeder, Sean 
Wiedel, Debbie Robinett, John Scaro, Jennifer Margolis 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  
 
Minutes Suzy will provide an updated amount for money raised for the Garage Sale. With that change, 
June meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Parks: Mina & Deb Robinett presented the plans for LaPointe Park. 

• An RFP was sent to 4 companies and 2 were accepted – Greenlawn Landscaping & Wolff 
Landscape Architecture, Inc.  

• (Documents are attached 
• The committee preferred the Wolff proposal, but it was double the $7,650 estimate from 

Greenlawn and included volunteers and piecemeal subcontractors. There does appear to be 
‘wiggle room’ with Wolff. 

• A third option of landscaping in phases was proposed.  
• Whatever the final design, volunteer-based maintenance would be required. 
• The Board will give its input on the proposals at a future meeting 

 
Historic Landmark District:  
 
Report on Block Meetings (May-June 2018) 

• 17 block meetings were held, representing 20 blocks in the Manor (2 meetings yet to be held at 
time of report – 1 is next week and the 4500 block of Mozart will be organized by Suzy & Bette) 

• 144 “Households” (HH) were in attendance. Since many HH had two attendees, total meeting 
attendance was closer to 175-200 persons 

• Average Households/meeting: 8.5 HH 
• Board Members in Attendance at Meetings: 

• Jim Peters: 12 meetings 
• Bette Rosenstein: 11 meetings 
• Suzy Thomas: 10 meetings 
• Athene Carras: 7 meetings 
• Brinda Gupta: 2 meetings 
• Kathy Monk 
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• Alan Mueller 
• Craig Pierson 
• Joe Valentin 
• Lisa Washburn 

• At the block meetings, there was a vote:  
• “Support” for Landmarking: 74 HH (51%) 
• “Opposed” to Landmarking: 23.5 HH (16%) 
• “Undecided” on Landmarking: 46 HH (32%) 
• If the two heads of a Household were split on their votes, each member received ½ a vote. 

There are approximately 520 households in the Manor 
• Visitors to the meeting discussed their opinions about the block meetings. Anyone who was 

unable to attend a block meeting can still submit questions/comments to the  
• Final Block Meeting statistics in relation to total number of households in Ravenswood Manor: 

 
Total number of households: 520 
Households attending block meetings: 166 
 
Block meeting statistics based on total households in Ravenswood Manor: 
166 =31.9% of total households 
77.5 = 14.5% of total households for LS 
32.5 = 6% of total households against LS 
55 = 10.5% of total households undecided on LS 
1 = .01% of total households who abstained 

 
Discussion about Next Steps 
Some of the most frequently asked questions relate to what the design guidelines would be if the 
neighborhood pursued landmark status.  Typically the design guidelines are developed after the City’s 
Landmarks Commission votes to move forward on initiating the formal process of landmarking a district. 
The formal process includes asking property owners to vote on if they support making a landmark 
district. 
 
Developing these guidelines before the formal process starts would help residents learn more about 
how being in a landmark district would impact any changes they would like to make to the exterior of 
their properties. 
 
There still is an open question about whether the Ravenswood Manor neighborhood would even quality 
to become a landmark district. The research report presented in April includes the details the City would 
would use to evaluate if the neighborhood would qualify. 
 
Suzy proposed sending the research report to the Chicago Department of Planning and Development 
(DoDP) in order for its staff to assess whether the area might be eligible as a potential Chicago Landmark 
District and to request help with discussing potential design guidelines.  DoPD staff would not send any 
information to the Commission to vote on.  
 
There was discussion among board members and visitors about the proposal. Some visitors expressed 
concerns and posed questions; other visitors expressed support for the proposal.  
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Board members indicated the drafted guidelines would be presented to Manor residents for their 
comments before the Commission would be sent any information. The board will schedule a 
presentation at the RMIA annual meeting in October.  
 
Jim made a motion to send the research report to the DoDP staff to see if Ravenswood Manor meets the 
criteria of a landmark district. If their assessment is yes, the staff would work with the RMIA on drafting 
design guidelines. The staff will be told that no actions should be taken by the Commission on Chicago 
Landmarks to initiate any permit review procedures.  

• Brinda seconded the motion. 
• 12 board members voted in favor of the motion 
• Bette Rosenstein voted against 

 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 
 
The next Board meeting will be Monday, September 10, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at Horner Park Field House. 
 
Submitted by Kathy Monk and Victoria Wiedel 
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